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Promising line-up from Audi at the Nürburgring 
 

• Proven winners and teams at the Nürburgring 24 Hours 
• Three Audi R8 LMS from Audi Sport customer racing on the grid 
• Customer teams plan to field up to four additional Audi R8 LMS cars 

 
Neuburg a. d. Donau, May 18, 2021 – At the Nürburgring 24 Hours from June 3 to 6, Audi 
Sport customer racing sets its sights on its sixth overall victory. In addition, the chances of 
equaling or even surpassing the distance record set by Audi in 2014 are good this year. Three 
strong driver squads with twelve professionals, including nine previous winners, share the 
work in the cockpits of the three Audi R8 LMS cars fielded by Audi Sport customer racing. The 
private teams Car Collection Motorsport and Phoenix Racing are also preparing up to four 
additional private Audi R8 LMS cars. 
 
“We’re facing the world’s biggest car race again this year with our three successful Audi Sport 
teams Car Collection, Land and Phoenix,” says Chris Reinke, Head of Audi Sport customer racing. 
“In terms of drivers, we’re relying on a combination of proven winners and promising young 
talents.” Peter Schmidt’s Audi Sport Team Car Collection, third at the Nürburgring in 2019 and 
second last year with a gap of just 15 seconds, will start this year with the three winners 
Christopher Haase (winner in 2012 and 2014), Nico Müller (2015) and Markus Winkelhock 
(2012, 2014 and 2017). They will be reinforced by the Swiss Patric Niederhauser, last year’s 
class runner-up in the Pro-Am classification. Wolfgang and Christian Land’s Audi Sport Team 
Land won the 2017 competition with Kelvin van der Linde and Christopher Mies, among others. 
The South African and the German are also on board this year. Their teammates are the winners 
René Rast (2014) and Frédéric Vervisch (2019). Audi Sport Team Phoenix, based at the 
Nürburgring, has already won its home race three times with the R8 LMS since the beginning of 
the Audi Sport customer racing program plus another two times with other brands before that. 
The winners Frank Stippler (2012 and 2019) and Dries Vanthoor (2019) are two drivers who 
clinched the fifth Audi success in Ernst Moser’s team two years ago. The line-up is completed by 
the Italian Mattia Drudi and the Dutchman Robin Frijns. 
 
In addition, Phoenix Racing will enter two more Audi R8 LMS cars in the race. Six private drivers 
have been named, as well as, for the first time, young Audi Sport driver Dennis Marschall, 
runner-up in the 2016 Audi Sport TT Cup, and Frank Stippler, who will again contest the race in 
two cars. Similarly, Patric Niederhauser will also be on double duty in a private Audi from Car 
Collection Motorsport. The team is also working on entering another private R8 LMS. 
 
With five victories since 2012, Audi is the most successful manufacturer in the modern GT3 era 
of the traditional event that was first staged in 1970. In addition to a sixth victory, Audi is also 
targeting a distance record: In 2014, the victorious Audi Sport Team Phoenix completed 159 
laps. In 2017, Audi Sport Team Land completed 158 laps. Race interruptions lasting several 
hours due to freak weather conditions in 2016, 2018 and 2020 deprived the teams of all 
chances in the record chase since then. With the summer date at the beginning of June, the 
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chances are good this year that at least this aspect will be of little consequence. A low number of 
accidents with local caution periods, good teams and driver squads, a sophisticated strategy and 
a fast and reliable race car like the Audi R8 LMS are the other factors in the hunt for the record. 
 
 
The Audi Sport teams at the Nürburgring 24 Hours 
 
Audi R8 LMS (Audi Sport Team Car Collection) 
Christopher Haase/Nico Müller/Patric Niederhauser/Markus Winkelhock (D/CH/CH/D) 
 
Audi R8 LMS (Audi Sport Team Land) 
Kelvin van der Linde/Christopher Mies/René Rast/Frédéric Vervisch (ZA/D/D/B) 
 
Audi R8 LMS (Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 
Mattia Drudi/Robin Frijns/Frank Stippler/Dries Vanthoor (I/NL/D/B) 
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 19 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). 

In 2020, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.693 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 7,430 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 48,042 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2020 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €50.0 billion and an operating profit before special items of €2.7 billion. 
At present, 87,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of 
sustainable, individual premium mobility. 

 
 


